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STARVATW? OF EL& To BE STOPFED 
. 

Sportsmen, Officials, and Local Residents 
Agree on Plan for Ref?age for 20,000 

The problem of preventing the starvation of the 

aeuthern Yel,lowstune elk herd in bad winters in the region of Jaclc8on Role, 

W yoming, wae discussed at a four-day conference just closed in Washingtcn and 

cut of it ha8 crane the first coqlete plan of administration that considers all 

the conditions confronting the largest single herd of these magnfficent big-game 

animals* The conmiesioa conside&@ the problem wa8 called together by the 

Secretary &War, chairvnan of the Presidentt I Rational Conference on &&door 

Becreation. Those in attendance mre a unit in believing th& the appa93M tra&- 

edy resulting from the stuvation of great numbers of elk in severe winters mu8q 

stop, and the work of the ctieaion was directed apsctfioally to that end. 

W ith the benefit of f&ret-hand and up-to-date testimony as to condition8 

surrounding the elk herd, made possible by the.prssence of representatives of all 

Federal and State governmental agencies intersated and of qwrtamen’s aasocfatiar&3 

and reefdents of the imdiate region, the cami6sfon adopted a comprehensive ret 
1 

of recommendat ions. Therre were prefaced by a statement that recognized ihe 

Jaclcsoa Hole elk herd aa a natural resource, combining eoonomic, esthetic, and re- 

creational values, in which the State and Pe&ral Governments, private citizens, 

and civic and qvrtamen~s organiaationa are actively and fateasely interested. 

The history of thio herd reveals that hard winters fo3.loning a period of 

easy years not only operate to wipe out any surplus but threaten extermination. 

moul$h bav8tion prebent a condition not ia hasmony ~4th advanced 

thokght in g-e adminis.tration and are Wholly indefensible, fnhumane, aud in- 

cenPristent with a national program of conservation. 



The conmission determined that the optimum nunber of elk to he maintained should z&; 

eXceed 20,000, and all members were qreed that the preselit winter feed for the eflt 

is instific3en~ during har:2 wintsrs for the herd that it is desirable to maintain. 

It was recommended that the Federal Goverrment acquire certain ranches and ether 

private lands, which, if added to the areas of the existing Federal gamer refuge and 

the adjacent property of the Isaak Walton Leagus, would provide feed to carry ths 

elk through the bad winters. 

Au inmediate count of the elk in the southern Yellow&one herd was recom- 

mnbed, the pla~is to be developed by the supervisor of the '&ton l?ational Forest, 

the gam warden of the Biological tivey at Jackson Hole, and a repressntativs of 

the fRY=dng State Game and Fish Gcrmdssion, with arrangements for observation of the 

count by representative6 of actively interest&l organisations.~ lhe cot& will atart 

within the next twc weeks. Proposal was also made that the Biological Survey cc* 

duct as soon as possible a comprehensive investigation of the life history of the 

elk and of cxmdi tions bearing upo.- n their maintenance in suitable nux&ers. It ms I 
also reccrnmended that an advisory board, made up of representatives of the State 

Garm Gomission, the Forest Service, the Biological Survey, and 10-l stock&x's 

and the Dude Ranchers1 associations met each pear at JaCkson to review existing 

-. conditions and to reccmmd such steps as should be taken to #cm&e the general 

program for the we2fare of the elk. 

It was urged that ths Wyoming Game and-Fish Coxtdseion be givenwide lati- 

tuds in handling such problems as length of huuting se&so-, bag limits, and tha 

establishment of hunting areas, and also authority to remcve by official killing 

and disposal for economic use any surplus that, tight rexned after himting. 

A coq%ete program for the handling of this herd of elk will be anncunced itl 
. 

a report to be published within ths next few months, 

!&s individual8 and orgsrdsations represented at the washingtcn meting wsre 
the Bwme and Crockett Club, by Charles Sneldm, who served as chaiman of the Cc* 

‘7 +ssion; Governor Emerson of Wjroming, by W. C. D&lousy; ranchers of Jackson Hole, 
T E. M&22@; l'k&3 RmchersT Association, by Irving H, Saran; U. S. Biolog- 

ical 8urmy, by E. A. Goldman; U. S. Forest Service, by Will C. Bamas; National 
Park #emrice, by Horace M. Albright; U. 5. General Land Office, by F, S. Herbert; 
Xmak OFalton League of Americ&, by Seth E. Gordon; &mp Fire Club of America; bg 
0. II. Van Norden; American Game Prctectivs Association, by John B. l3uruh.m; Ameri- 
oari Society of kkssoalogists, by @. T. S. ?almr; arrd the National Conferimoe on 
OdUoor Btxxeatlon, by its secretary, Arthur Wnglmd, 
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